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Do’s & Don’ts of Adoption

· Do on adoption day take your new family member directly home.

· Do let him/her check out the new surroundings keeping in mind he/she has to become accustomed to his/her new home

· Don’t rush your new companion into too many things upon arrival

· Do have a comfortable space set-aside with/without a crate where your new companion will feel he/she is safe and can rest.

· Do slowly reintroduce other family members one by one and observe behavior between family member and animal companion in your home

· Do keep notes on any unusual behaviors observed and if in doubt ask a MAGDRL Volunteer or trained professional

· Do let your new family member feel safe and comfortable with you, your family, and new home before you introduce him/her to other new people, pets, etc.

· DO KEEP IN MIND that your new family member may exhibit different behaviors for you than those seen in his/her foster home.  

· Do keep in mind Dane’s and stairs can be an issue.  Some Dane’s may need to learn to go up and down stairs, some may need to get used to your particular set of stairs.  

· Do try to learn your new Dane’s body language.  It will be helpful with new introductions

Giving your new family member the time needed to acclimate to his/her new surroundings is crucial to the future relationship between you and your Dane.  I suggest gathering information on the routine your Dane was accustomed to in his/her foster home.  Knowing some key facts about your Dane’s behavior, moods, habits, etc. in his/her foster home can make the transition into the new home easier.
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